The Journey of Fauth

Peoplelove to talk about blind faith asthe reason for belief against all available evidence.
| have to question this assumption. True fath isn't blind; in fact, fath is the siritua
gyes tha see the light of God. Faithisthe key to ingenuity; truefaith tekes the unseen
future and makes it a visible redlity. Of course not everything we believe is true and not
everything we expect takes place. This is because our expectations are based on our
knowledge and experiences and what we don’'t know about life and the universe
messivdy outweighs what we do know. T his leads to disappointment when our dreams
and expectations are not fulfilled. But we know so much more now than we have ever
known, thisis because men and women of fath and courage have pushed the barriers of
our understanding in every dscipline, from theology to science to art to sport and
exploration. In fact it would nat be passible for any advances to take place without faith.
Disappantment then is a necessary obstade to overcome on the journey of faith.
Perseverance through disappantment when combined with faith leads to advancement.
No oneever achieved anythingworthwhile essily but had toface much hardship inorder
to push forwardthe barriers of understanding.

Week 1. Defining Faith.

Hebrew: @man { av-man®

Meaning: 1) to support, confirm, be faithful 1a) uphold, nourish, made firm, sure,
lasting, confirmed, established, sure, verified, confirmed, reliable, fathful, trusty, to stand
firm, totrug, to be certain, to believein.

Greek pigis {pis€tis

Meaning: 1) conviction of the truth of anything, belief; in the NT of aconvidion or
belief respecting man®relationship to God and divine things, generaly with the included
idea of trust and holy fervor born of faith and joined with it 1a) relating to God 1al) the
oonviction that God exists and is the creator and ruler of all things, the provider and
bestowe of etenal sdvation through Chrig 1b) rdating to Christ 1bl) a strong and
welcome conviaion or belief that Jesus is the M essiah, through whom we obtain eternd
svationin thekingdom of Gad 1c) the religous beliefs of Christians 1d) belief with the
predominate idea of trust (or confidence) whether in God or in Chrig, ringng from
faith in the same?2) fiddity, faithfulness 2a) the character of one who can bereied on



NIV Usage of the Hebrew wor d ‘aman {aw-man'} in the Old Testament.

Meaning Frequency | Meaning Freguency Meaning Freguency
Believe 20 Faithful 15 Trust 8

Believed 7 Trustworthy 4 Be established 2
Cometruwe 2 Firm 2 Have faith 2
Placestrud 2 Be confirmed 1 Betrusted 1

Be upheld 1 Be Veified 1 Believes 1

Certain 1 Confident 1 Endure 1
Enduring 1 Firmly 1 Have assurance 1

Lasting 1 Lingering 1 Loyal 1

Never fal 1 Not fail 1 Prolonged 1

Reliable 1 Sand 1 Sandfirminfaith | 1

Sand «till 1 Sure 1 Trusted 1

Trusted advisers | 1 Trusting 1 Trust 1

Was atested 1 Total ocaurrences | 93

NIV usage of the Greek word pistis{pis'-tistin the New Testament

Meaning Frequency | Meaning Frequency Meaning Frequency
Faith 221 Believe 4 Faithfulness 4

Belief 1 Believing 1 Faithful 1

Pledge 1 Trusted 1 Total 234

NB Thisisnat an exausti ve acoount, | have onlytaken thes ngle wa d formations of themost common occu rence of
the word. Therearemany other forms but to include themwould sever ely overcomplicate the study. Data taken from

the NIV Exhausti ve Concordance Edward W Goodrick& John R. Kohlenbe ger [11.

Wednesday 1% September
Hebrews 11:1

Think aout your dreamns, whet dreams have been fulfilled and what dreams haveyet to
be realised? What dreams can be best achi eved by perseverance and what dreams can be
achieved by changing tactics?

Thursdy 2™ September
James 2222 Romans4:2

A lot of people are confused aout the relationship between faith and deads. As we see
here, deeds do not méake faith but true faith produces good deeds. In both verses the
common element is bdief. Simply believing in God becomes fath when we turn the
belief into actions. What actions can you think of tha demonstratefaith?




Friday 3¢ Septamber.
Genesis22:3 -8 Hebrews 11:19

Faith isnot about closingyour mind to reason but rather ressoningthroughthe issues. It
would have been very hard for Abreham to grasp God's command but he knew that
God’s wisdomis greate than his. We learn that Abraham was abl eto reason through the
issues and condude tha God could and would bringlsaac back from the dead. Arethere
any tough quegtions that you have pushed tothe back of your mind? When was the last
time you consulted a commentary or library to gain deger indghts into some hard
Kriptures?

Ssturday 4™ September

1Corinthians1:9

Faith isatwo way dreet, it isna jug about us having faith in God but dso about God
beingfathful tous. Itiseasyto forge that God is fathful when times are tough.

In what way s has God been fathful to you? How many answered pray ers can you think
of ?

Sunday 5" September
2Timothy 2:11-12 Romans5:8 Romans 8:31

God is faithful to us even when we ae faithless. To be sure if we disown God, he will
disown us and we do need to be careful not to treat God’s mercy with contempt, but let’s
not forget that al the apostles not just Judas betrayed Jesus and Peter disowned Jesus
three times! Provided werepat we can be confident of forgveness It is easy to want to
gve up when we make mistakes but God never givesup onus. Boththe Hebrewsand the
Greeks frequently use the same word for having faith as they do for beingfaithful. What
do youthink the relationship isbetween having faith and being faithful ?

M onday 6™ September

Jeremiah 3:8 Revelation 197

In the Old Testament, Idolatry was considered spiritua unfaithfulness. This is because
the relationship betwean God and Isragl was consideed to be a mariage. Faithfulness in
a reationship is highly prized. Chrig’s relationship with Chrigians is similarly

oonsidered a marriage relationship. Faithfulness in a relationship then is a commitment
that isto be honoured. Inwha wayscan we honour Chrig by our faith? How confident

do you fed givingyour heart to apartner whowill never betray y ou?



Tuesday 7™ September
Gal 5:22

Faithfulness is one of the fruits of the Spirit. It theefore comes from God and can be
asked for. Thedisciples asked Jesus to increase thar faith (Luke 17:5) Jesus did so by
teaching them that even with very small faith we can do great things. Don’t wat until
you have great faith before attempting to do faithful things Likeany frut faith grows.
Like al of thefruits of the spirit faithfulness grows stronger and deeper the more it is
practiced. We know thet to bemore loving we needto pradice being loving moreoften.
We know that to become more patient we nead to practice being paient more often, so it
is with faith and faithfuness.

End of Week Topic for discussion:

Topic for family group discuss on: how does faith respond to disappointment?

Topic for Further study: We havelooked at the rd ationship between faith and works.
What isthe rel ationship between faith and Grace?

Week 2 Developing Fdth
Wednesday 8" September

Luke 17:5-10.

The disciples asked Jesus to increase their faith. Jesus responded by increasing their
knowledge. Faith is increased by knowledge. Some people are afraid of knowledge
thinkingit is the enemy of faith but fath is never harmed by knowledge. Fath isn’t blind
but is based on both knowledge and experience. Can you think of how your fath has
gown from either anew scripture leamed or a life experience or both?

Thursdy 9" September
Isa 26:1-4. 1 Cor 13:4-8.

The Gresk word for fath used most frequently in theNew Testament as we have seen in
week 1is (pistis). Theword can mean belief and carries aso the concept of trus.
It is good to trust God but aso to trus one another in the church. In 1 Cor 13:4 we read
that Love dways trusts. The word hee is pigeuo {pist-yoo€n} to think to be
true, to be persuaded of, to credit, place confidence in. The KJV translaes as love ...

believeth dl things. This works well in a relationship as trust is an important issue in
mekingany relaionship work, whethe with man or God. As can beseen the Gregk word




used in 1 Cor 13:7 issimilar in shape and derived from asimila sourceto the Greek
word for faith. Faith and Trug are linked linguisticaly but aso spiritualy .

Friday 10™ September

Matt 10:16

We have seen that Faith involves a lage degee of trust. The word for trust is

pigeuo and theword for Faith is (pigis). Ndther of these words implies naiveté.
The Gresk word being akakos { ak€k-0s,} without guile or fraud, harmless, free
from quilt, fearingno evil from others, distrugingnoone. This word occurs onceonly in

the New Testament and never in the Gresk trandation of the Old Tegament canon
(@though it does occur twice in the apocrypha book of Psams of Solomon). The one and

only ocaurrencein theNT isin Romans 16:18. Although theword means free from guilt,
it doesn't carry exactly the sane meaning as innocent as in M att 10:16 where the word
used is akeraios {&-er€ahyos} “meaning unmixed, purity & in wines or
metals) of the mind, without a mixture of evil, free from guile, innocent, simple.” but
snce both words do cary a sense of “simple” which could be misinterpreted as feeble
minded, Jesus uses the word shrewd (Greek phronimos {fron€ee-mos}
intelli gent, wise prudent, i.e. mindfu of one® interests. The point here isthat trust does
not mean believing everything you ae told. What is the difference between trust and

qul libility ?
Stturday 11" Septembe

John 10:38 John 14:11 John 20:30-31

The Hebrew word for faith inthe old tesament also carries the meaning of belief and is
translated such some 28 times in the NIV, athoudh in the New Tesament, the Greek
word for Faith is only translated as bdief sixtimes® (Rom 16:26, Gal 3:2,5, 2 Thess 2:13,
Heb 10:39, James 1:6) and conversdy, the Greek waord most commonly translated by the
NIV as Beieve pigeuo {pig-yooep} meaning to think to be true, to be
persuaded of, to credit, place confidence in, is translated as Faith in John 2:11, 7:31,
830,11:45,12:11,14:12, Acts 27:25, Romans 14:2,Ga 2:16. Jesus warts s al tobelieve
but some people need more evidence on which to base their belief than others. Using
evidence to hdp someone in ther belief is cdled “apologetics” which is a little
misleading since no one is atualy apologzing for anything, but rather presenting a
defenecl:e of on€'s bdiefs. Where can you go tofind evidence that strengthens bdief in the
gspel?

1 Single occurrence of pistis only exduding mwmpoundwords and & terretive morphologies inthe NIV only
deta taken from The NIV Exhaustive Concordance Edward W Goodrick & John RKohlerberger 111,



Sunday 12" September

MT 17:20

singpi {sin€ap-ee} mustard, the nameof aplant which in oriental countries grows
from a very small seed and attains tothe height of atree, 10feet (3m) and more; When
Jesus sad tha faith as small as a mustard seed can move amountan, theimplicaion is

that faith grows organically gven the right conditions. What conditions do you think
promotethe growth of faith?

Monday 13" September

2 Peter 1:5-10

“M ake every effort” isan exhortationthat is used in 8 placesin the NIV. The Greek word
in 2 Peter 1:5-10 is spoude {gp00-day ® is used in 12 places, meaning haste, or
with hagte, or earnestness, or diligence, or earnestness in accomplishing, promoting, or
drivingafter anything, to give all diligence, interest one® self most earnestly. In the NIV
the same Greek word isused in M ark 6:25, where it is trandated “ hurried”, in Luke 1:39,
it is translated “ hurried’, in Romans 12:8 it is trandated “ dligently”, in Romans 12:11,
translated “zed”, 2 Cor 7:11, translated “ Earnestness’, 2 Cor 7:12 translated “ devoted”, 2
Cor 8:7-8 trandated “earnestness” twice over, 2 Cor 8:16, translaed , “ concern”, Jude
13, translated ,“eager”. This is the attitude we need to have to add to our fdth the

qualities described in the above verse. How strongly do you desire to have effective
faith?

Tuesday 14™ September

1Thess1:2-3,2 Thess1:3

Faith is nat jud an academic undeastanding. Although knowledge is an essentid
componrent to faith, true faith produces good works. Likewise faith does not work in

isolation. As we have seen from this verse, faith, hope and love go hand in hand. Faith
done cannot last without hope, but for faith and hopeto redise their full potentia they

must befed by the noblex mativation of all .... Love. Those who advocae the dodrine
of FaithAloneare in aror since faith is neve adone In this verse, faith producesworks
but labour comes from love. Labour indicates harder work than just plain work. Love

then is a greate motivator than faith. Endurance isinspired by hge. For us to meke it
through the entire Christian life, we need faith to begn with, and hope to keep us

developing, but the greatest of al these virtues is Love. As Chrigians we need al three
but especidly love (1 Cor 13:13.). Doyou think of Christianity as a“labour of love?’



Topic for family group discusson: How can we labour together to hdp each other
developour faith?

Topic for further study: Abraham is often caled the Father of Faith. Try m&ing a
timeline of Abraham'’s life and mark what you think are the high and low points of his
faith.

Week 3 Practicing Faith
Wedneday 15" September
Rom 1:17 Isa 28:9-11 Gal 1:11

What is the vdue to rule upon rule? God does nat find it pleasing to see his children
workingto rules. Livingaccordingtorulesisboth boring and depressing.

Faith isreflected in our lifestyle. Our faith isreflected in the wholeof our life. In order
for faithto findits outlet it must be practiced. What faithful ambitions haveyou sd lately
and who do you knowthat can help you achieve them?

It is sady dl too easy for our emergingfaith that is findingapractical outle in away that
is pleasingto God, to be soured into rdigiousduty ortradition.

What does it mean to live by fath?
Thursdy 16" September

Philemon 6

energes{ en-er-gace®, active, effective.

The Gresk word is translated twice as active in the NIV (Philemon 6 and Hebrews 4:12)
and once as effective work (1 Cor 16:9). This is the word (as can be seen from the
pronundation) that formsthe root of the Endish word Energy . It takes energy and effort
to be adive in sharing our faith. When we are in fellowship with one anather in church,
ae you active or do you wait for athe'sto cometo you? Inwha ways can you be more
ative inspeaking to other pegle bothin and outsideof thechurch about your faith?

Friday 17" September

Philemon 6

This vase is one of the mos misunderstood verses in the New Testament. It is not
aurprising because the grammar in the Greek is vay diffiault to undergend. There are

two understandings of this vase, but | will put this extrad from the Expositor's Bible
Commertary to clarify thepoint.




The prayer is in Greek that is unusually difficult to understand. With equal certainty one might
auggest that 1) Paul prays that Philemon's participation in the faith will be made effective because
of his ful underganding of God'sgoodness to both of them; or, 2) he prays that Philemon will be

active in the faith so that he will developa full understandng of God's goodness to both of them.
The former interpretation is more aftractive than the latter one because of Paul's repeated

auggestion that knowledge precedes goad works(cf. Col 1:9, 10).

The word for sharing in the NIV is koinonia {koy-nohn-ee€ah} fellowship,
association, community, communion, joint paticipation, intercourse the share which one
has in anything, participation, intimagy, the right hand as a s gn and pledgeof felowship
(in fulfilling theapostdic office), a gift jointly contributed, acollection, a contribution, as
exhibiting an embodiment and proof of fellowship

This verse has been used many times to tell people just share the gospd with people and
you will have afull understanding of every good thing we havein Christ. Thefirg point
is that sharing doesn’t mean casual inviting people to church, athough by meeting other
people and learning about their lives greatly enriches our own lives the verse in context
is talking about sharingfaith with other Chrigians. Yet sharingis much degper than that.
It is thisword* " tha is sometimes used to describe the relationship between a
husband and wife — tha is how deep the fellowship needs tobe. Sharing our faiththen is
the complete and absdute shaiing of al of our inmaost thoughts in aprofoundly irtimate
way. So intimae is the rdationships in the church that Jesus was able to turn to his
listeners and say “"Who is my mather, ad who are my brothers?' Pointing to his
dsciples, he sad, "Here are my mother and my brathers. For whoever does the will of
my Father in heaven is my brather and sister and mather."” We cdl each ather “ brother”
and “ siger” but doyousee other members of the church as membersof your own family ?

Ssturday 18" Sgptembe
Philemon 6
As the Expositor’ s Bide Commentary pointed out it may bebetterto trandate thephrase

as “l pray tha youwill have afull understanding of evey goodthing
we have in Christ so that you may be adive in sharing your faith.” But this is nat an
accurate translaion which is why theNIV istranslaed in the ambiguous way tha it is —
this ambiguity reflects the ambiguity in Paul’s position. In my experience when pegple
ae ambiguous, they generally want the phrase to be ambiguous and we should conclude
that Paul intended both interpreations to beread. Inwhich case we would conclude that
by beingactivein sharing our faith we have a full underganding of every good thing we
have in Christ which in turn makes us more effective in sharing our faith. Thiswould
increase our knowledge of God manifold. The other bone of contention surrounding this
much maligned scripture is whether the shaiing of faith was intended to be within the
church or outside the church. Given that thisverseisparenthesized by theterms “love for
dl the saints” and “refreshed the hearts of the saints” it is more likdy that Paul’s
intention was that Philemon should be agive in sharing his faith with the saints.
Howeve, sharing our faith with unbdieversis aso a fruitful and useful exercise, which



often maekes us more appredative and understanding of the good things we have in
Christ. My wife and | share our quiet times together, eff ectively doubling the insights
d@ther one of us would have been ale to gain in the same amount of time. If ten
Christians share their whole week’s quiet times with each other dl ten Chrigians will
have inaeased their knowledge of God 10 times the anount they would have if they were
gudyingalone for the equivaent amount of time. Now the Greek word for understanding
IS gpignosis { ep-igeno-sis} precise and oorrect knowledge, used in the NT of
the knowledge of things ethicd and divine. The othe bonus of sharing our faith with one
another in the church is that it helps keep us from misunderstandings tha may lead to
doctrind errors.

How many peagple haveyou spoken to about your quiet timeinsightsthis week?
Sunday 19™ September
James 1:1-18

The book of James isinmy opinion by far the most gppropriate book to demonstrae how
New Tetament faith shows its expression pradicaly. James was considered to be
written by James the brother of Jesws. It has been badly misunderstood and severely
scolded by M atin Luther who called James the google of sraw. However, it has aso

been cdled a running commentary on the Sermon on the Mourt. This book is jus
dripping with practical insights, in fact, so much so that t has been refered to as the

“proverbs’ of the New T estament. Withthat in mind, let us sudy ou the book of James.

Clearly no one enjoy s hardship so how can we consider it pure joy ?In Hebrews 1211 we
learn tha thesehardships produce aharvest of righteousness It is by looking forward to
the ultimete result tha we ae able to consider trids and temptations as pure joy.
Therefareit is only by faith that we can rgoice in our difficuties. What doyou consider
your grestest prize? How mucd do you warnt the crown of life for those who peasevere
under trid? The specific trids James was talking aout is unclea, but most likely the
tria for one' s life unde the charge of being aChristian. Saan accuses usin many way's;
do you wart thecrown enoughto standthetes?

Monday 20" September

James 1. 19- 27

James mek es it clear that any on€e's faith (whaever rdigion it is) tha does not result in an
expression of love and concern for the poor and needy is worthless Jamesis clear in his
rebuke of academic fath and teaches us to love and care for one anothe. In the New

Testament we have severa responsibilities which wemust be concemed about.

Frstly and mogs importantly we mug gve of ourselves first tothe Lord — 2 Cor 85



Secondly, In 1 Tim 5:8we must provide for our relatives especialy our immediatefamily
o else we are WORSE than unbelievess.

Thirdly, In Ga 6:10 welearn that wemust do good to all people, egpecialy the family of
believers.

Findly, In James 1:27 we recdve a two-fold cha lenge to look after orphans and widows
in their distressand to keep ourselvesfrom beng polluted by the world.

It is very easy to get overwhelmed by these New Tegament chdlenges but our faith
gows with practice and perseverance until we can meet these chalenges. This mugt not
be consdered as a checklist of deeds to be done but as an outward expression of our
gowingfaith. This faith doesnot alway s have to express itsdlf in the givingof money but
can also be shown by the giving of time and energy of love and sy mpathy or evenaspare
<t of clothes.

How doyou doin taking care of the physical needs of your immediae family, thenin the
church and lastly in therest of the world?

Tuesday 21% September

James 2:1-12

James points out tha our faithis reveaed in our interactions with other people. Do we
judge people by outwad gppearance and treat rich or successful people with morerespect
than peqle who are of alower socia standing. Inthe outward expression of fath we
must represent Jesus and treat everyonethe same. When we are being judgmental it is
easy toforget tha mergy triunphs over judgament.

Do youview the poor aspeopleto bepitied or respected?

Topicfor Family Group Disaussion: Make some practical goalsthat are achievable
but will stretch your faith. Give yourself ane week to achieve these gods.

Topic for Further Study: Life is full of ups and downs, success and failure. On your
timeline of Abraham’slife, plat what you consider the high and low points of Abraham’s
drcumstances.

Week 4 Perfecting faith.

Wednesday 22™ September

James 2 14-26




This is one of the passages that James is most famous for, especidly verse 24 which is
the ONLY placein theNew Testament that the words Faith and Alone occur side by side.
In James 2:2, the Greek word for meeting hereis sunagoge { soon-ag-0-gay ®,
abringng together, gathering (as of fruits), a contracting in the NT, an assanbling
together of men, an assembly of men, a synagogue, an assembly of Jews formaly
cpthered together to offer prayers and listen to the reading and expasitions of the
scriptures.

The more common word used for describing the oollection of Christians is
ekklesia { ek-klay-see@h} translated “ church’” meaning a gathering of citizens called out
from their homes into some public place, an assembly, an assembly of the people
oonvened at thepublic place of the council for the purpose of deliberating, the assembly
of the lgradlites, any gatheringor throng of men assambled by chance, tumultuoudy, in a
Christian sense an assembly of Chridians gathered for worship in areligious meding, a
comparny of Christian, or of those who, hoping for eternal sdvationthrough Jesus Christ,
observe their own religious rites, had their own rdigious meetings, and manage their
own affairs, acoordingto regulations prescribed for the body for order® s&ke, those who
anywheae, in acity, village, constitute such acompay and are united into one body, the
whole body of Chrigians scattered throughout the earth, the assembly of faithful
Christiens already dead and received into heaven

Some commentators have observed that the use of Synagogue in James 2:2 as opposed to
Church betraysan early dating for the book — some have ventured as early as 50 AD! If
they areright it meansJames is perhgos one of if not the firs New Testament book to be

written and that less than two decades after Jesus’ crudfixion enough people were
aquingthat solongastheir bdief wassoundit didn't matter what they actually did. This
false assumption went on to become the foundation of the heesy of Gnosticism which so
deeply plagued the second century church. If our faith is to be perfected ismust never be
donebut find expression in every aspect of aur life.

How often doesy our fath fed londly ?
Thursday 23" September
James 3: 1-13

Many people ae frightened by this section of James into shying away from a public
teachingrole. In fact some people areso frightened by this verse that they refuse to share
any of their biblical indgghts. Thisis not wha Jameswas tryingto convey. If James was
telling us not to share our faith with each other he would himself have been too
frightenad to write his teachings in his book. James teaches us inverse 2 of chepter 3
that no body isperfect since “we al sumblein many ways’ clearly the only perfect man
is Jesus. We must however keegp as tight areign on our tongues as possiblebecause once
words get out of our mouths they camnot be sucked back in again. One reason | like e
malil is that if | type something that a soon as | typed it | wish | hadn’t said it, | can hit
the delee key and it is gone forever with no one bang hurt. Thereis no delete key with



our mouths. T o be surepeoplewho teach will be judged more strictly but this verseis not
telling us that teaching is only for a gfted and cled minority. In 1 Tim 1:7 Paul
mentions that some people want to be teachers but don't know wha they are taking
ébout or what they so confidently &firm. James' instrudions are to learn firg, then
teach. It is na jug teschers though, we will all be judged on every cardess word we
ek (Matt 1236) In Proverbs chapter 10, Solomon warns us drictly to avoid many
words and sevaey rebukes chattering fools. (Pr 10:8, 10:19). Peter however, tells usto
dways be ready to gve a reason for the hope tha we have. (1 Pet 3:16). Ore well
thought out considered regponse is more wdcome than a thousand poory thought out
opinions. It isat times like these tha it is best to remember James’ words that M ercy
triumphs over Judgement.

Do youtake thetime to check out the facts that y ou have been told beforepassing them
on?

Friday 24™ September
James 3:13-18.

Following on from his point about being sure of what you say before opening your
mouth, James goes on to explain about true wisdom. Thee are two types of wisdom
according to James, heavenly wisdom and earthly wisdom Again James tells us that
wisdom and understanding should be expressed practicdly in our general day to day
lifestyle The more wisdom you possess, the humble you ae. | once heard aphrase that
said, the young know everything, the mature suspect evaything and the old believe
everything. James goes on to teach us how to tell the difference beween the two types.
Of the two types of wisdom, which one springs from a sincere faith? Where does the
ather type of wisdom come from?

Siturday 25" Septembe
James 4: 1-12.

It is easy to lose faith when we don't get what we want but James is telling us that
ometimes we don’t g& what we wart because we don’t ak God and then when we do
ask God, our motives aenot in accordance with God s purpose. There aremany reasons
for prayers going unanswered howev &, but our motives should probably bethefirg thing
we chedk when our prayers arenot answered.

When we quarrel we are not dorifying God. This does not mean we shouldn’t have
dsagreanents with eech other (1 Cor 11:17-19). Even the gogles had sharp
dsagreaments that resulted in them pating company (Acts 15:39. When the

disagreaments ae allowed to degenerate into fights and quarrels it is clea that prideis
present on bath sides. In any heated agument — both sides are totally convinced they are

right, but neithe side is actudly in the right, since neither party are prepaed to listen to
the othe party. God' sHoly Spirit calls us to unity (Rom 155, Eph 4:3) but our pride gets



in the way. We al get into alguments someimes, next time you ae convinced you are
totaly right and the other person is completdy wrong put your faith in God’s word that
the wisdom from above is anong other things humble, submissve, considerae and
peace-loving.

What can we doto improve our heavenly wisdom?
unday 26™ September

James 4:13-17

James teaches us the difference between relying on our own plans and ambitions and
remembering that God is the one who isin charge of dl tha will hgppen — even the day
of our death. Some pegple have used this saipture as an excuse for not making plans —
but James is not advocating indiscipline as is clear from chapta 3. James is instead
advocating theprinciple that we shoud commit our planstothe Lord in fath raher than
relying by sight on our own strength. Pr 3:3,16:3

How many of our daily activities do we take for granted?
Monday 27" September
James 5:1-12

In these scriptures, wesee a radical difference between trugting in wealth and trugting in
God. The sections beween verses 1-6 are gpeaking to the rich people who aretaking
their brathers to court (James 2:6) they are 4rongly warned about faithlessly trudingin
their wedlth and political connections Verses 7-12 ae teaching the poor who arerich in
fath (Janes 25) to have more faith and be patient looking forward to the Day of
Judgment whichis soon coming.

Do youthink of Jesus’ reurn &s far off or imminent?
Tuesday 28" September
James 5: 13-17.

We have from James exhortaions as to how to behave in whatever situation we find
aurselves in. We lean from James that Elijah was a man just like us. If there is no

dfference between us and Elijah the barriers to our faith areremoved so thet it can grow
& big aswe want it to. Elijah was able to control theweather by hisprayes,yet he was
no diffeent from us. It is nat like those were the days of miracles because mirades do

gill happen. Asa young Chrigian | put these scriptures tothe ted. | prayed for wisdom
over and over until 1 was flooded with biblica insights. Onthree occasions | prayed for

it tostg raining and it did. Many times | have askad God to keegp the rain off ny head
until 1 gt home and on many occasions it has. Sometimes, there have been many other



occasions where | havepray ed and it has not happened, | don’t believe God has changed
his mind or got a touch of arthritisinhis arm— well he mug be getting on abit by now?
Of course not! The issue is that my own faith is inconsistent. It is true that grea faith
moves God'’s heart, but an unanswered pray er is not proof of weak faith. It is important to
remember that showy miracles are nather proof of God's goproval nor ary guarantee of
svation (M att 7:21) and of course faith is not about showy mirades anyway. The red
miracles are transformed hearts not embarrassed wea her-forecasters. In varse 16 we read
that theprayer of a righteous man is powerfu and dfective therefore we should confess
our sinsto each other and pray for each other. The only twoimportant gods of real faith
is 1) to get oursalves to heaven and 2) to get as many other peopleto heaven as passible.
What encouraging stories can you shae about answeed prayers?

Concluson for Family Group Disausson: Discuss how your individual and group
faith improved during this month. How has helping each other brought the group
doser inlove and unity?

Concluson of Persond Sudy: On your timelines of Abreham’s life and faith — what
relationship canyou see between Abraham’ s circumstances and Abraham’ sfaith?

ClosangStudies and further reading.

Wednesday 29" September

I would like to close the sudy on faith withtwo of Jesus’ examples of pegle with great
faith.

Matt 8:5-13 Matt 15:21-28

It is very diffiault to impress Jesus but thesetwo people did. In order to see what it was
that impressed Jesus so much we need to consider what these two people had in common
with each other that was different fromotherpeaple.

Onethingistha they regpectfully talked back to Jesus. Takingbadk to God is something
that is only done by vay proud or vay faithful people. In both cases, these pegple were
respectful and humblein their approach — this as wehave seen earlier betray s siritua or
heavenly wisdom. Humility then is an important fector in havingthe kind of faith that
impresses Jesus. Andher fador is courage they dared to talk back to God — this is
reminiscent of Abraham’'s conversation with God about Sodom and Gomorreh and
Moses' plea for the Isradites a& Mount Snai. (Gen 18:22-33 and Exodus 32:9-14)
Furthermore, their belief was that Jesus coud do much more than he had offered. The
Centurion believed tha Jesus could hea just by asinge command with no need of
tang bl eevidence, the Canaanite woman believed Jesus could heal everyorein Israel and
gill have miracles enough left over for the Gentiles.

What can you ask for insuch away that would evenimpress Jesus?




Thursdy 30" September

Eph 2: 810 1Peter 1: 3-15

Our faith is a gift from God, and cannot be earned. It is however ad eto beexercised and
built up. With practice and perseverance we can pafect our faith so that it is of greater
worth than gold. Of dl the gfts God gives us, our faith isthe one gft we cannot afford
to lose. It is a very precious gft gven freely to evayone without partiaity. True faith
unifies us in thespirit of Chrig and mekes usholy.

Suggested scriptures for further reading.

Hebrews 11 —why nat gudy out thelife stories of dl thosewho made it into theHall of
Faith?

FAITH IN CONTEXT

Faith can mowe a mountain
But love can move a heart.
Faith can open doors
But | ove can open minds
Faith can dryup rain
But love can dry up tears
Faith can make our goal
But lovewill make uswhole.

The begnning....



