Asupplementary study by Paul and Sarah Holloway
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In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom
of God unless he isborn again. " John 3:3 NIV
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Jesus answered, "l tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God
unless he isborn of water and the Spirt. Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the
Spirit gives birth to spirit. You should notbe sumrised at my saying, "You
mustbe born again.' John 3:5-7 NIV
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God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the
Prophets testify. This righteousness from God comes through faith in
Jesus Christto all who believe.”
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Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that
times of refreshing may come from the Lord, and that he may send the

Christ, who has been appointed for you--even Jesus. Acts 3:19-20 and of
course: They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved--
you and your household." Acts 16:31 NIV
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The LORD said to Moses, "Take vengeance on the Midianites for the
Israelites. After that, you will be gathered to your people." Num 31:1-2
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Then Eleazar the priest said to the soldiers who had gone into battle, "This
is the requirement of the law that the LORD gave Moses: Gold, silver,
bronze, iron, tin, lead and anything else that can withstand fire mustbe put
through the fire, and then it will be clean. But it must also be purified with
the water of cleansing. And whatever cannot withstand fire must be put
through that water. On the seventh day wash your clothes and you willbe
clean. Then you may come into the camp.” Numbers 31:21-24
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The LORD said to Moses and Aaron:"This is a requirement of the law that
the LORD has commanded: Tell the Israelites to bring you a red heifer
without defect or blemish and that has neverbeen under a yoke. Give itto
Eleazar the priest; itis to be taken outside the camp and slaughtered in his
presence. Then Eleazar the priestis to take some of its blood on his finger
and sprinkle it seven times toward the front of the Tent of Meeting. While
he watches, the heifer is to be burned--its hide, flesh, blood and offal. The



priestis to take some cedar wood, hyssop and scaret wool and throw
them onto the burning heifer. After that, the priest must wash his clothes
and bathe himself with water. He may then come into the camp, but he will
be ceremonially unclean till evening. The man who burns it must also
wash his clothes and bathe with water, and he too will be unclean till
evening.

"A man who is clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer and put
them in a ceremonially clean place outside the camp. They shallbe kept
by the Israelite community for use in the water of cleansing; itis for
purification from sin. The man who gathers up the ashes of the heifer must
also wash his clothes, and he too will be unclean till evening. This willbe a
lasting ordinance both for the Israelites and for the aliens living among
them. Numbers 19:1-10 NIV
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Take abunch of hyssop, dip itinto the blood in the basin and put some of
the blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe. EX 12:22

7S -

/ @A

Lev 4:6 He is to dip his finger into the blood and sprinkle some of it seven
times before the LORD. ) baptwN #
baj €O @A @ A-

% ;,*JHe shall dip his finger into the blood and sprinkle it before the
LORD seven times in front of the curtain.

% << His sonsbroughtthe blood to him, and he dipped his finger into
the blood and putit on the horns of the altar; the rest of the blood he
poured out at the base of the altar. )! baj @



% **,. , When one of them dies and falls on something, that article,
whatever its use, will be unclean, whether itis made of wood, cloth, hide or
sackcloth. Put it in water; it will be unclean till evening, and then itwillbe
clean. @ AR baj a.
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Then a man who is ceremonially clean is to take some hyssop, dip itin the
water and sprinkle the tent and all the furnishings and the people who
were there.
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2 0y 3 If someone washes after touching a corpse, and
then touches it again, what is the good of his washing? Again, you
guessed it, same Greek word as the one we use for Baptism.
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Now some Pharisees who had been sent questioned him, "Why then do
you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" John
1:24-25 NIV
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@/hoeverbelieves and is baptized will be saved, but whoever
does notbelieve willbe condemned A
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...and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also--not the
removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward
God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 1 Peter 3:21 NIV




$ %

%

2

3%

/II

5

(

A




% & ! (

# (
5
/ ) -

(
0%
(
4 2

@ 6 7 = |/ MA
5

Tertullian (190AD-210AD) wrote. “l say that my gospel is the true one.
Marcion says that his is. | say that Marcion’s gospel is adulterated. He
says mine is. Now how can we settle this stand off, unless we use the
principle of ime? According to this principle, authority lies with the one
who is priorin time. Itis based on the elemental truth that corruption of
doctrine lies with the one who is shown to have originated later in time.
Since error is falsification of truth, truth must necessarily precede error.
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Itis not pemitted to baptise or hold a love feast independently of the
Bishop. But whatever he approves, thatis also well pleasing to God; that
all your acts may be sure and valid. Ignatius letter to the Smyrnaeans.
(ad50-100 AD) Ignatius like Polycarmp was a disciple of John. Imagine
being taughtby the apostle John,
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I will explain how we also dedicated ourselves to God when we were made
new through Christ; lest, if we omit this, we seem to be in any way unfair in
our explanation. As many as are persuaded and believe that the things
are true which are taught by us and said to be true and undertake tobe
able to live accordingly, are instructed to pray and to entreat God with
fasting, for the remission of their past sins, and we pray and fast with
them. Then they are broughtby us where there is water, and are born
again in the same manner in which we were ourselvesbom again. For, in
the name of God, the Father and Lord of the universe, and of our Saviour
Jesus Christ, and of the Holy Spirit, they then receive the washing with
water. (Justin Martyr died 185AD)
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Being Baptised we are enlightened, being enlightened, we are adopted as
sons being adopted, we are made perfect, being made complete, we are
made immortal Pedagogus I, vi (26) from Clement of Alexandria. C190AD
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For | have amore vivid recollection of what occurred at the time than of
recentevents...; so that | can even describe the place where the blessed
Polycarp used to sit and discourse — his going out too, and his coming in —
his general mode of life and personal appearance, together with the
discourses which he delivered to the people; also how he would speak of
his familiar intercourse with John, and with the rest of those who had seen
the Lord; and how he would call their words to remembrance. Whatsoever
things he had heard from them respecting the Lord, both with regard to His
miracles and His teaching, Polycarp having thus received from the eye-
witnesses of the Word of life, would recount them all in harmony with the
Scriptures.

As dry flour cannotbe united into a lump of dough, or a loaf, but needs
moisture; so we who are many cannotbe made one in Christ Jesus
without the water that comes from heaven. And as dry earth does not
produce fruit unless it receives moisture; so we, who are atfirsta dry tree,
would never have yielded the fruit of life without the willing rain from
above. For ourbodies have received the unity which brings us to
immortality, by means of the washing; our souls receive itby means of the
spirit. Thus both of these are needed for together they advance mans
progress towards the life of God. Irenaeus the sacraments. C 130ish
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As we are lepers in sin, we are made clean from our old transgressions by
means of the sacred water and the invocation of the Lord. We are thus
spiritually regenerated as new-bom infants, even as the Lord has
declared: “Except a man be born again through water and the Spirit, he
shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.”
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Baptise thus: having first recited all these things, baptise “in the name of
the father, and of the son, and of the Holy Ghost,” in running water. If you
have no running water, baptise in other water; if you cannot b aptise in cold
water, use warm. If you have neither, pour water on the head thrice, “in
the name of the father, and of the son, and of the Holy Spirit.” Before
baptism, the baptizer and the baptised should fast, and any others who
can: and you must order the baptised to fast for a day or two. Didache
(teaching of the apostles)

B 6 :
) *<>1*>?-B 6

The poisons of his (i.e. the devil’s), therefore, God foresaw, and although
the gate of forgiveness has been shut and fastened with the bar of
baptism, he has pemmitted some means of access. In the vestibule he has
stationed the second repentance to open to such as knock...

His disciples used to baptise as his ministers, as John the forerunner had
baptised before, and with the same baptism as John. Letno one think it
was with another baptism, for there is no other except that of Christ, which
came later; for to be sure, the baptism of Christ could notbe then given by
his disciples, in as much as the glory of the lord was not yet fully
completed, nor the efficacy of the font established through the passion and
resurrection; because our death cannot be annulled exceptby the Lord’s
passion, nor can our life be restored without his resurrection. Tertullian De
Baptismo.

Those who are to enter upon Baptism must pray with repeated prayer,
fasts and kneelings and vigils; and with confession of all their past sins.
Tertullian De Baptismo ¢ 198AD

For how can anything come into use, if it has not first been handed down?
Even in pleading tradition, written authority, you say, must be demanded.
Let us inquire, therefore, whether tradition, unless it be written, should not
be admitted. Certainly we shall refuse to admit it, unless the example of
other observances which, without any document of Scripture, we maintain
on the ground of tradition alone, and on the support thereafter of custom,
affords us a precedent. To deal with this matter briefly, | shall begin with
Baptism. When we are going to enter the water, but a little before, in the
presence of the congregation and under the hand of the president, we
solemnly profess that we disown the devil, and his pomp, and his angels.
Hereupon we are thrice immersed, making a somewhat ampler pledge
than the Lord has appointed in the Gospel. Then, when we are taken up,
we taste first of all a mixture of milk and honey, and from that day we
refrain from the daily bath for a whole week. We take also, in meetings
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before daybreak, and from the hand of none but the presidents, the
sacrament of the Eucharist... Tertullian, On The Soldier's Crown. C198AD

The high priest, who is the bishop, has of course the right to confer it; then
the presbyters and deacons, not, however, without the bishop’s authority,
out of respect for the Church: when this respect is maintained, peace is
secure. But besides, even laymen have the right to baptise; for that which
is received alike by all, can be by all alike conferred; unless you argue that
the name ‘disciples’ belongs only to bishops or presbyters or deacons.
Baptism also, which is equally a divine instruction, can be practised by all.

B ' 3

“Unless aman hasbeen bom again of water and Spirit, he will not enter
into the kingdom of the heavens.” These words have tied faith to the
necessity ofbaptism (Tertullian- on Baptism) ¢ 198AD

Now the teaching is laid down that “Without baptism, salvation is attainable
by no one.” This isbased primarily on the ground of that declaration of the
Lord, who says, “Unless one isborn of water he has not life.” However,
when this is laid down, there immediately arise scrupulous (or rather,
audacious) doubts on the part of some (Tertullian ¢ 198 AD)
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... The Lord indeed says: Forbid them notto come unto me. Letthem
come, then, while they are growing up; let them come while they are
learning, while they are being taught whither to come; let them become
Christians, when they have been able to know Christ. Why hurries the age
of innocence to the remission of sins?

3u?
Butif any here object and say that Novatian holds the same rule that the
Catholic Church holds, baptises with the same Creed wherewith we also
baptise, acknowledges the same God the Father, the same Son Christ, the
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same Holy Ghost, and therefore can claim the power of baptising because
he seems not to differ from us in the baptismal interrogatory — whoso
thinks that this may be objected, let him know in the first place that we and
schismatics have not one rule of the Creed, nor the same interrogatories.
For when they say ‘Dost thou believe remission of sins and eternal life by
the holy Church? They lie in their interrogatory, since they have no
Church. Then, moreover, they themselves confess with their own mouths
that remission of sins can only be given by the holy Church; and not
having this, they shew that sins cannotbe remitted with them.

... I know not on what presumption some of our colleagues are led to think
that such as have been dipped among the heretics ought not to be
baptised when they come to us; because, they say, there is one baptism.
This one baptism is without any doubt in the Catholic Church, because the
Church is one, and baptism cannotbe out of the Church. For seeing there
cannotbe two baptisms, if heretics truly baptise, then they have the
baptism. And whoso by his own authority allows this privilege to them,
yields and allows to them that the enemy and adversary of Christ seems to
have the power of washing, purnfying and sanctifying man. But we say that
such as come thence are not re-baptised butbaptised by us. For neither
do they receive anything there, where there is nothing; but they come to
us that here they may receive where is all grace and truth; for both grace
and truth are one.
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You have written to me, dearestbrother, desiring to know the bearings of
my mind conceming the baptism of heretics, who being placed without,
and established outside the Church, claim to themselves a matter over
which they have neither right nor power. This we cannot account valid or
lawful, since itis agreed that baptism among them is unlawful. And
whereas we have already expressed in our letter what we decreed in
Council when very many of us met together, | have sentyou a copy of the
same letters, to cut a long story short, and in addition what also |
afterwards replied to Quintus, our colleague, inquiring of the same matter.
And now, too, when we had met together, bishops of the provinces b oth of
Africa and Numidia, to the number of seventy-one, we again confirmed this
same by our sentence, ruling that there is one baptism, that appointed in
the Catholic Church; and that accordingly whosoever come from the
adulterous and profane water to be cleansed and sanctified by the truth of
the saving water, are not re-baptised but baptised by us.
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But with us itis no new or sudden thing to decide that they are to be
baptised, who come from heretics to the Church, in that now many years
and a long period of time have elapsed since, under Agrippinus of
honoured memory, very many bishops being convened, determined this:
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thenceforward until this day, so many thousand heretics in our provinces
have been converted to the Church who despised not or hesitated, nay
with full consent of reason and will, have been glad to attain the grace of
the life-giving laver and saving baptism.
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Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.
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